a HME

"5), 48 2
3% 3.

Architect Murray Slain was successful in maximising the
attributes of this East Emantle site while at the same time

attending to the emironmental issues at hand

ESTLED between the Swan River

to the front and parkland to the

rear, this East Fremantle block

demanded a home that would
take advantage of its special setting without
sacrificing the important issue of comfort in
both summer and winter.

Architect Murray Slavin of Slavin Architects
says the final design was able to maximise
the attributes of the site while responding to
the environmental issues at hand.

“We opened the view to the river, but shel-
tered it against the late afternoon sun with
louvres and an exaggerated roof overhang,”
Murray says.

“The southern face of the building has
smaller openings to reduce heat loss but still
allow for cooling breezes to enter the house
in summer, and there are larger apertures on
the north to allow the winter sun to pen-
etrate while excluding summer sun.

“As we understand it, it is very comfortable.
The main issue of an east-west axis to the
building means that good solar orientation
has been achieved and this is a very large
part of the comfort equation. It substantially
reduces the need for artificial heating and
cooling.”

The design is capped off, literally, by a styl-
ishly pronounced roof line that defines much
of the exterior aesthetic.

Murray says the roof was something that
evolved over a long period of time.

“From a functional point of view, the
tunnel created at the top allows for good roof
ventilation in summer through grilles at the
east and west ends,” he says.

“Also, the steep pitches allow more volume
to be added to the rooms without substan-
tially increasing the height of walls and roof
ridge. The continuous rolled ridge reduces
the bulk and scale of the steeper roof and the
softer roof shape reduces the visual bulk and
scale of the house.”

The home takes on a materials palette in
which glass and metal are featured, counter-

pointed by the warmth of polished timber
flooring.

Caroline Yuen, who practises interstate, was
the administering architect for the construc-
tion program and was the interior designer.

Murray says her work has added to the
home’s appeal.

“We believe that houses should be time-
less and this is best achieved by keeping the
materials simple and durable,” he says.

“A great deal of the interior work was
designed by Caroline Yuen, who applied
an excellent, sophisticated and constrained
palette which as part of a holistic design
response added substantially to the building’s
timeless quality.”

The ground floor features the master bed-
room wing with ensuite, walk-in robe and
study to one side of the entry. To the other
side are two more bedrooms, a laundry and
bathroom.

Upstairs is an open-plan living room and
meals area and kitchen, as well as a fam-
ily room and fourth bedroom, with decks at
both ends of the building taking advantage
of the setting.

A swim spa can be used all year round.

The owner says the home caters for the full
lifecycle of a family, from small children to
teenagers, to adult children, to the elderly.

The lifestyle benefits of the location for a
busy family have also been fully realised.

Mara Fox

Builder: Biagioni Homed£ast
Fremantle phone:9339 5900
Architects: SlarinArchitects,
Fremantle phone9335 8570,
www.slainach.com.auand
CY DesignShenton Park,
fax:9382 3606 or 0414882169
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The roof line defines
the look of this East
Fremantle home.

Pictures: John Chisholm
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From little things,

big things grow.
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For more information visit
a Plunkett display centre,
phone Giles on 9297 6133 or
Jean on 9562 4602 or log on
to plunketthomes.com.au
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carbon neutral@

Turning Emissions into Trees

remote sectional garage door

brick paved driveway, path and
porch included in the price

Over 100 years of experience
is built into every Plunkett home.
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